ENGLISH   VOYAGES   TO   THE   CARIBBEAN
All the surviving ships of the fleet being then together with His
Majesty's armada, Don Alonso Bazan summoned the commanding
officers of his and of the other squadrons and persons of importance
to a council held on board of his flagship. It was resolved that the
armada and the fleet should proceed to La Terceira to refurnish
with supplies and other things which were needed and there take
on board the Malucca treasure and artillery which was to go to
Lisbon, since in those islands there were no corsairs who could
worry Pedro Mcnendex Marque"B. The shallops to remain off Flores
to advise him. In this manner His Majesty's order to wait in that
vicinity until the 8th instant would be obeyed.
On the 26th in the afternoon a storm struck which scattered us all
and on the syth after midnight three ships were wrecked on the
north side of La Terceira. One was Pedro Millanes', from New
Spain, the flagship of that squadron, one was a flyboat, and I could
not learn whose the other was. The next day they abandoned the
ship Santa Maria del Puerto., from New Spain, less than two leagues
from the harbour of La Terceira because they could not keep her
afloat, so badly was she leaking. Vice-Admiral Rodrigo de Rada
was on board, having sailed in that ship after he left his own. All the
people (p. 4) escaped to vessels that were near.
I anchored in the port of La Terceira on September 28 to take on
water and food supplies, which were badly needed, and to get rid of
some of the people overcrowding my ship, whom I had received on
board from the vessels left behind us. Next day I was blown off by
strong winds which struck me and other ships and Don Bart61ome
de Villavicencio, who had anchored there the day before. The
weather was so bad that I could not keep company with him or the
others, although I tried, and so I came on alone without a lot of my
people and the ship's master who went ashore for the water and
supplies which were needed. God knows what we have suffered!
There I learned that Don Alonso Bazan was at the beach on the
other side of the island with twelve sail. He sent to bid us who were
there in that port to join him where he was, for he meant to proceed
to the coast of Spain. The armada and the fleet were scattered and
could not rejoin because of adverse weather.
Vice-Admiral Rodrigo de Rada remained in the port of La
Terceira, intending to sail in Pedro de Retana's vessel (which was
Juan de Oribe's flagship) and to gather up the ships there.
The Creciente came into that harbour in such bad condition that
she will be abandoned there, I understand.
This year's hardships and loss have been very heavy and it will